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cAddress to Graduates June 4th, 1923
By James M. Wilcox, LL. D.

Dr. Wilcox, ill his address, spoko as folloAvs:

rHra>r^^OU are about to put to a practical

^tr ^^'^^ ^^^^ value of what you have

Jj_ acquired at Villanova.^^ "You have been devoting your

time and energies to the attainment of a liberal

education consisting, among other things, of a

knowledge of literature, the classics, mathe-

matics and the sciences, but no matter how
proficient you may have become in any or all

of these subjects, your education from a Cath-

olic point of view has been a dismal failure

unless you have realized that above all of these

and along with them there has been a contin-

uous, unceasing, persistent effort to accomplish

one great, underlying purpose, without which

nothing else counts and to which all else has

been made subservient.

"That purpose has been to instill into you

Catholic principles and to develop in you Cath-

olic character.

"After all. Catholic character is ('atholic

l)rinciples in action.

"It is the result of the slow, constant assim-

ilation of Catholic truth working in the indi-

vidual and creating habits of thought and con-

duct which acquired by doing violence to our

lower nature eaii in turn be overcome only by

doing violence to our better nature.

Character—What It Is

"It seems worth while in passing to give

this moment's consideration to character.

"It essentially belongs to the moral domain,

i. e., the domain of the will, and is broadly the

constancy and intensity with which the will de-

termines' conduct ill according with principles.

"The fundameutal consideration therefore is

Catholic principles. If there be anything that

Catholic educati(ni can at this moment con-

tribute to steadying and directing the restless

activities, and satisfying the undefined long-

ings of the human mind and heart, it nuist be

the force of (latholic principles as exemplified

in the lives of: Catholic men and women.

"The basic principle of Catholic education is

that our lives sliould be determined by a super-

natural motive; the greater honor and glory of

God. However far short of this we may fall in

]n*actice, it is the ideal at which we must aim.
It is impossible in the Catholic school to get
away from God. We may try to.

"At times we may seem to have succeeded,
away from God. We may try to.

"In later life the Catholic college graduate
realizes that for him the great chase that runs
'down the nights and down the days' and
'down the arches of the years' as the poet,
Thompson, expresses it, began when he was a
student.

"Anything so definite and positive as Cath-
olic principles necessarily wins recognition
from the world, which, however, almost in-

variably appraises them according to worldly
standards.

"The head of a large business concern not
lojig ago said to me: 'I d(ni't understand how
you believe many of the things you do, but I

know that the time has come when this country
badly needs the Catholic Church.'

"He was not thhiking of spiritual values, but
his hard bushiess sense and practical foresight
made him fully aware of the gathering of the
forces, which M'ould subvert our system of
government and sweep away all the props of
law and order.

The Church a Steadying Influence

"He knew, and he knows now, as do many
thousands of others outside the Church, that
the Church is the greatest, most thoroughly
organized and efficiently directed conservative
power in the world, and they have no doubts as
to her stand against the pa^^sions and misguid-
ed judgments of men that would pull down the
state and religion and set up in their stead
anarchy and unbridled license.

"This is an element of stability of incal-

culable worth because while the citizen is free
by constitutional methods to work for and ac-
complish even the most radical changes in form
iiiid substance of government, .the ('afliolic,

on the other hand, accepts on the authority of
Church the basic priiicii)les Avith regard to


